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April/May Update

ADOPTIONS

You Are Invited to the MLJ
Adoptions, Inc. Annual
Adoption Picnic!

This event is a wonderful celebration for you to attend if
your life has been touched by adoption. Adoptive families,
prospective adoptive families, adoption professionals, and
kids of all ages will have a great time at the picnic. It's an
occasion for the celebration of families created though the

miracle of adoption and those who support them!

DATE/TIME: Sunday, June 24, 3-6pm
COST: Free to all who attend
LOCATION: Garfield Park - Shelters 3 & 4, Indianapolis

If you have questions about this event or would like to
RSVP, please email Stacy Jacobs or call our offices at
317-875-0058. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Upcoming Events

May 17 - Parents Support
Group, 6-8pm at MLJ
Adoptions

May 17 - The Kid's Adoption
Club, 6-8 pm at MLJ
Adoptions

May 22 - Transracial
Parenting, 11am-

1pm (SKYPE class for out of
state families)

May 24 - While We Wait
Support Group, 1-2pm
(SKYPE video conference)
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Ukraine Cultural
Trip

In the Summer of 2013,
MLJ will be organizing a
Family Cultural Tour in
Ukraine. This is a chance
for you to travel back to
Ukraine with your
children. The trip will be 7
-14 days, most likely
between the end of June
and mid-July. While we
cannot see every area of
Ukraine, requests will be
taken during planning
stage.

The Family Cultural Tour
will be led by at least one
MLJ Support Specialist to
help you and/or your
children manage any
emotions that may arise
upon returning to their
birth country. Mostly,
however, we anticipate
these trips being a fun
exploration, time of
bonding within families,
and an opportunity to

MLJ Support
Services
Support Services are
available to families

touched by adoption
anywhere, and are not
limited to clients of
MLJ. Support Services
can include 1:1 support
calls or meetings, family
counseling, and group
support. All Support
Services are supervised
by Brooke Randolph,
LMHC.

Adoptive Parents Support
group meetings and

the Kids Adoption

Club will be held on the
third Thursday of each
month at 6pm at our
offices. During these
meetings you can bring
your questions and
difficult situations to
address with a Support
Specialist and other
supportive parents.
These meetings are open
to the community;

May 28 - Memorial Day, MLJ
Offices Closed

May 29 - Creating a Lifebook
for Your Child at MLJ, 6pm-
8pm

June 1 - MLJ Open House, 6-
9pm

June 2 - Affording Adoption
Seminar at Twin City Bible
Baptist Church, 10:30am-
12:30pm

June 5 - Transracial
Parenting, 11am-1pm
(SKYPE class for out of state
families)

June 5 - Transracial
Parenting at MLJ, 6-8pm

June 6 - Creative Discipline, 6
-8pm (SKYPE class for all
clients)

June 7 - Children Without
Families, 11am-1pm (SKYPE
class for all clients)

June 7 - Initial International
Adoption Seminar at MLJ, 6-
8pm

September 15 - Crossroads
of America Adoption
Conference
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If you are interested in
learning more about this
opportunity, plan to join
us for an informational
meeting on Thursday,
June 27 at 6pm. The
meeting will be held at
MLJ Adoptions, located
at 617 E. North Street,
Indianapolis. If you are
unable to attend the
meeting, please email
Brooke for more
information.
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know that you plan to
attend, so we can notify
all of any changes or
cancellations due to
weather or low turnout.

A While We Wait group
meets on the fourth
Thursday of each month
via Skype. We plan to
offer other group support
meetings in the future, as
resources allow and
interest is expressed.

We Moved!
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Crossroads of
America
Adoption
Conference

The Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference will be
held on September 15, 2012.
Please visit CAAConf.com to
register. We hope to see you
there!

On April 16, MLJ Adoptions officially moved into new offices at the Arch at Chatham

building in downtown Indianapolis. Please note the following changes to our contact

information:

NEW ADDRESS:
MLJ Adoptions, Inc.
617 E. North Street

Indianapolis, IN 46204

NEW FAX NUMBER:
317-602-6301
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Open House

Please Join us for an Open House on Friday, June 1 from 6-9pm at our new location.

Indy's First Friday Event will also be taking place at Arch At Chatham that night, so plan to

visit our new space, view some fabulous art, and enjoy free cookies and appetizers!
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Bulgaria

We are thrilled for one
client family who received
the referral of three
sisters recently! Another
family recently returned
from their first trip to
Bulgaria. Clients who are
awaiting referral are
encouraged to join our
While You Wait support
group to connect with
other adopting parents.

~ Congo

As of last week, 94
Congolese children have
been welcomed home to
their forever families!
There have recently been
some rumors regarding a
change in travel
requirements for Congo
adoptions, please be
assured that MLJ is
staying on top of the
situation and will
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Honduras

We are pleased with the
progress being made by
several of our families in
the Honduras

program. Families
continue to receive
registration numbers.
Two families recently
received their first
appointments and will be
traveling in the near
future.
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We continue to wait

patiently for our federal
background checks to be
completed with the police
in Mexico. All of our
families currently working
on a Mexico Home Study
are encouraged to get
started on their education
requirements. New class
topics have recently been
added including Parents
Connect, which is highly
recommended.
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Nicaragua

We are thrilled that one
family returned home
with their child in the past
few weeks. Families in
our Nicaragua program
are encouraged to
connect with one another
on our Adoption Forums
which can be accessed
from the Client Care

page.

Samoa

The Samoa program is
running smoothly. We
have given eight referrals
in the Samoa program.
Two adoptions have
been filed with the court,
and three are prepared to
be filed. The embassy
has also gone above and
beyond to facilitate the
adoption process in
Samoa. It is still
anticipated that the first
children will arrive home
late this summer or early
this fall.
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