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July Update

ADOPTIONS

Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference!
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While the Crossroads of America Adoption Conference is
scheduled for September 15th, the fun and learning
really starts on September 14th! Do not forget to sign up
for our Pre-Conference Seminars!

12:30p - 2:30p Initial Info Seminar
2:30p - 3:50p Affording Adoption
4:00p - 5:00p Traveling to Congo
4:00p - 5:00p Home Study 101
5:00p - 6:00p Risks in International Adoption
6:30p - 8:00p Roundtable Discussions
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Upcoming Events
August 22 - Children Without
Families, 9am (SKYPE)

August 23 - While We Wait,
1pm (SKYPE)

August 25 - Parenting &
Adoption, 11am at MLJ

August 27 - Parenting &
Adoption, 6pm at MLJ

August 29 - Preparation &
Adjustment, 9am (SKYPE)

September 5 - Parening &
Adoption, 9am (SKYPE)
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Roundtable discussions will include topics such as;
Friends & Family, Keeping Your Marriage Strong, HIV,
Traveling to DRCongo, Creative Discipline, Stress in

Adoption, and Adoption after Infertility!

If you have questions about these sessions please email
Stacy Jacobs or call our offices at 317-875-0058.

To register for any of these FREE Pre-Conference
Seminars, click HERE.

To register for the Crossroads of America Adoption
Conference go to CAAConf.com. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Call for
Volunteers!

MLJ would like to thank
all of the families that
have already
volunteered to be a part
of our Mentor Program or
are Group Leader
Families! MLJis
currently looking for
Mentor Families
interested in working with
other families during their
adoption process.
Mentor families would act
as a support system for
the family currently
involved in the process.
This is a great

El Dia de los
Muertos!

MLJ is throwing a Day of
the Dead party that will
be a celebration for all of
our current Latin
American countries and
will also include
Guatemala! All clients
are invited to attend,
even if you do not have a
connection any of those
programs!The MLJ team
will be hard at work
decorating the Arch at
Chatham with traditional
Dia de los Muertos decor
including papel picado,
sugar skulls, Catrina
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- Children
Without Families, 11am
(SKYPE)

- Initial
Adoption Seminar, 6pm at
MLJ

- Samoan
Parents Group, 12pm
(SKYPE)

- Transracial
Parenting, 9am (SKYPE)

- Initial
Adoption Seminar, 12:30pm
atMLJ

- Affording
Adoption, 2:30pm at MLJ

- Home Study
101, 4pm at MLJ

- Traveling to
DRCongo, 6:30pm at MLJ

- International
Adoption Risks, 5 pm at MLJ

- CAAC Pre-
Conference Roundtables,
6:30pm at MLJ

- Crossroads
of America Adoption
Conference

-The

Fatherless Foundation
Fundraiser at
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opportunity to remain
active in the adoption
community! MLJ is also
searching for Group
Leader Families that
would be willing to host
or organize events in
locations outside of the
Indianapolis area. These
events are a great way
for our clients who don't
live close by to make
connections with others
involved in adoption! If
your family would be
interested in either of
these volunteer
opportunities please
contact !

MU Adoptions August Update

skeletons, altars, and
marigold flowers! The
party will kick off on
October 28th, 2012 at
2:00pm! There will be
crafts for the children
which include decorating
traditional sugar skulls.
We will also be joined by
a Salsa instructor to
teach our guests some
traditional dance moves!
Of course there will also
be food! Please bring a
dish to share for a pitch-
in style lunch that day!

Please rsvp to if
your family is interested
in attending!

A Few Reminders

Crossroads of
America
Adoption
Conference

The Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference will be

held on September 15,2012.

Please visit to
register. We hope to see you
there!

When it comes to international adoption it is always wise to err on the side of caution
during your adoption process.This especially applies to important areas such as social

media use and your adoption education.

Social media is a great way to express yourself and make connections with the outside
world. MLJ understands that during an exciting process like adoption, parents want to
share their excitement in anyway they can; in this day and age that usually means using
social media. Unfortunately, social media may not be the safest way to send out
information. To ensure that the children and your adoption stay safe, MLJ encourages
families to guest blog on the MLJ website blog and to join the discussions in our secure

online forum. Remember that countries do check the internet on a regular basis and may

close their doors to adoption based on entries that they do not like. Parents even need
to be careful of having their names attached to items that simply mention program
countries. Better safe than sorry when it comes to social media use.

Since MLJ Adoptions is a Hague Approved Agency our families must finish their
education requirements before they travel. This is especially important in countries like
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Nicaragua where not having your education completed could mean that you miss out on
a referral! MLJ understands that our education requirements are extensive, but we ask
families to remember how valuable the information learned in classes is when preparing

families for adoption!

If families have any questions about MLJ's social media policy or our education

requirements feel free to contact our office at anytime!

Bulgaria

Congratulations to the
the two MLJ families that
recently received
referrals from Bulgaria!
We are so excited as
they reach such an
important step in their
adoption journey! Keep
an eye out for more
updates about our
Bulgaria Families!
Families that are
interested in adopting
from Bulgaria or would
like to have questions
about the Bulgaria
program answered,
please contact

Congo

MLJ Adoptions is excited
to announce that we now
have helped to bring
home 103 children from
Congo to their forever
families! We are so
happy to have been a
part of such a great
program! Also a
reminder that if you and
your family would be
interested in meeting with
members of the staff in
the Congo, four
members of their team
will be joining us on
September 15th for the
Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference!
Sign up today to be apart
of this great opportunity!
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Honduras

The beautiful children of
Honduras are still looking
for forever families to
come home to!
Remember that families
who are interested in
children five years and
older should consider
Honduras since the
process may be speedier
for those children. If you
are interested in
adopting from Honduras
or you would like to
receive more information
about the children and
the program in that
country please contact
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Mexico

The members of the MLJ
staff that traveled to
Hidalgo, Mexico last
month enjoyed learning
more about the people
and culture in the area!
They got the chance to
spend a week
discovering Mexico!

We look forward to
helping others learn
more about the Mexican
culture during our Day of
the Dead party coming
up in October! If your
family is interested in
adopting from Mexico
please feel free to
contact !
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Nicaragua

Nicaragua recently had
referrals of a 7 month old
and a 13 month old! We
also wanted to notify
families that might be
interested in the
Nicaragua program
about a recent change in
parent requirements for
the country.
Unfortunately Nicaragua
will no longer be allowing
singles to adopt children
from their country.
Clients currently involved
in the program will be
able to complete their
adoption. If you have any
questions please contact

Samoa

Sonja will be traveling to
Samoa this month to
have meetings with the
in-country staff. Families
that are interested in
adopting from Samoa
should join MLJ for the
Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference at
MLJ! We will be joined by
the in-country Attorney
from Samoa during the
conference. Parents will
be able to have a
meeting with the attorney
to discuss more about
the adoption process in
Samoa!
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