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December Update

Holiday Ornament
Contest

In this holiday season we are inviting MLJ families (past

or present) to create and send us an ornament for our

nearly empty tree! We would love to have our tree filled

with ornaments that our clients made with love! When we

receive an ornament from a family we will enter their

name into a hat, and they will be entered to win a MLJ

Adoptions t-shirt!

 

You don’t have to be super crafty to make an ornament;

Friend on Facebook

Follow on Twitter

Forward to a Friend

Upcoming
Events

December 11 - Samoan

Parents Group via Skype, 12-

1pm

December 12 -  Initial

Adoption Information

Seminar at MLJ, 6-8pm

December 15 - Children

Without Families at MLJ,

11am-1pm

December 20 - Parents

Support Group at MLJ, 6-7pm

December 20 - Kid's

Adoption Club at MLJ, 6-7pm

December 24 - MLJ Offices

Closed

December 25 - MLJ Offices

http://www.mljadoptions.com/
http://mljadoptions.com/Media.aspx?articleID=676
http://www.printfection.com/MLJadoptions/Attire/_s_381192
http://www.facebook.com/MLJadoptions
http://www.twitter.com/MLJadoptions/
http://us2.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=e32d57acff7e76113f3e17be9&id=f28b83614b&e=8a4d26c4f1
http://mljadoptions.com/MLJCalendar.aspx
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SeminarEnroll.aspx?seminarID=100
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=446
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SupportGroupSignup.aspx
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SupportGroupSignup.aspx
http://www.mljadoptions.com/CalendarEvent.aspx?ID=1261
http://www.mljadoptions.com/CalendarEvent.aspx?ID=1261
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take a look at Pinterest to get some easy ideas. The

ornaments don’t need to be masterpieces! If you have

kids home, we’d love to have an ornament made with

their help! Please make sure to include a note with your

family’s name with the ornament so we can enter your

name into the drawing. 

 

And we'd love, if you are local and able, to please feel

free to drop off the ornament in person and if your child

would like they can place the ornament on our tree!

Read More >

2012 Adoption
Photo Contest

Winner

The 2012 Adoption

Photo Contest was a

success! All of the

entries were beautiful!

The winning photo was

submitted by Michelle,

and can be seen above.

Michelle will receive a t-

shirt with our new "Adopt

Globally, Love Locally"

logo. Plan to participate

in next year's contest for

your chance to win!

 

 

New Education
Program

Starting Soon

Before the end of

December, all those who

have paid their first full

payment will be able to

enroll in classes under

the new education

program. The Core

classes have been

changed based on input

from past clients. There

will be options for Skype

courses during the day

and in the evenings, as

well as classes at the

MLJ offices. We are

excited about this new

program and look

forward to getting started

in January. 

Closed

December 27 - While We

Wait via Skype, 1-2pm

January 1 - MLJ Offices

Closed

January 8 - Vulnerable

Children via Skype, 9-11am

January 8 - Samoan Parents

Group via Skype, 12-1pm

January 8 - Creating a

Lifebook for Your Child via

Skype, 8-10pm

January 9 - Transracial

Parenting via Skype, 12-2pm

January 10  - Identity and

Adoption via Skype, 12-2pm

January 10 - Initial Adoption

Information Seminar at MLJ,

6-8pm

January 12 - Identity and

Adoption at MLJ, 9-11am

Photo Credit:

www.freedigitalphotos.net

Adoption Gift
Guides

Look for an Adoption Gift

Guide series on our blog this

month! You can read the first

entry, Gift Guide for Adoptive

Parents Waiting for Their

Child to Come Home, here.

 

Photo Credit: 

www.freedigitalphotos.net

http://mljadoptions.com/Media.aspx?articleID=676
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151254570004420&set=a.10151254569974420.484875.152691439419&type=1&theater
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SupportGroupSignup.aspx
http://www.mljadoptions.com/CalendarEvent.aspx?ID=1262
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=514
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SupportGroupSignup.aspx
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=533
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=515
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=516
http://www.mljadoptions.com/SeminarEnroll.aspx?seminarID=100
http://www.mljadoptions.com/ClassEnroll.aspx?ClassID=504
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/view_photog.php?photogid=721
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/view_photog.php?photogid=721
http://mljadoptions.com/Media.aspx?articleID=668
http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/images/Gifts_and_Presents_g407-Gift_Box_With_Blue_Ribbon_Bow_p66847.html
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MLJ Family Spotlight: The Thompson
Family 

We're so proud of and thankful for each and every one of our families, we thought we'd

give them the chance to show off a bit. Each month we'll be shining the spotlight on one

family by letting them introduce themselves and tell us a little about why and how they got

involved with adoption.

This month we're letting the Thompson Family tell their story.

Introduce your family: 

We are Sean and Candice, and our son Isaiah Thompson from Indiana. 

What led you to adoption and international adoption? 

Sean and Candice have both been involved in working with children here in North

America and around the world since jr.high/high school and have been touched by

children who do not have families. A seed was planted in both of our hearts for adoption

even before we knew one another. When we were dating we talked about adoption and

felt God’s lead to have adoption be a part of our family. Read More >

http://mljadoptions.com/Media.aspx?articleID=532
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Bulgaria

Our Bulgaria Open

House in November was

an overwhelming

success, over 70 people

were in attendance! We

are thrilled that our

Bulgaria Program

continues to grow; this

month we have two,

possibly three, families

traveling on their second

trip! If you would like

more information about

adopting from Bulgaria,

please contact Lydia.

Mexico

We do have a bit of good

news to pass along

regarding the Mexico

Congo

130 Congolese children

have now been

welcomed into their

forever families! Many of

our families have

expressed concern about

the current unrest in

Congo. Please be

assured that all children

are safe, and far

removed from the current

conflict. If you would like

more information about

our Congo program,

please contact Sonja. 

Nicaragua

One family traveled

home from Nicaragua

Honduras

Michele and Brooke

recently returned from a

successful trip to

Honduras. While in

country, they were able

to meet with MLJ's

attorney and officials

from IHNFA to address

issues with the current

adoption process in

Honduras. More detailed

information about the trip

can be found in this blog.

If you have any

questions, please contact

Lydia.

Samoa

We received very exciting

mailto:lydia@mljadoptions.com?subject=Bulgaria%20Adoption
mailto:sonja@mljadoptions.com?subject=Congo%20Adoption
http://mljadoptions.com/Media.aspx?articleID=661
mailto:Lydia@mljadoptions.com?subject=Interest%20in%20Honduras
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program. The US State

Department recently

contact the Federal DIF

in Mexico regarding our

file. The State

Department indicated

that DIF is indeed

working on finalizing our

approval. Depending on

whether the current or

new government issues

our approval, we could

have news as early as

December 15 or it could

be several more months.

 

with their child in

November! Currently,

there are two more

families in country, with

one of those families

expected to travel home

soon. It is also likely that

two more families will

receive referrals in

January. We are thrilled

that the Nicaragua

Program continues to

grow and thrive. If you

have any questions or

would like more

information about

adopting from Nicaragua,

please contact Lydia.

news in the Samoa

Program last week, the

first few decrees have

been issued, which

means that the first

children should start

arriving home in the next

couple of months! It is

likely that Samoa will

open as a full program

very soon. Families

currently on the waiting

list will be updated by

email as we move toward

the program opening.

Please let Sonja know if

you are interested in

adopting a child from

Samoa.

Adoption Fun on Twitter
Again this month, we invite all of you to join us for some fun on Twitter. Every month we will pose a new
adoption related question, and we would love to hear responses from our families. Don't forget to use

the hashtag #adoptionfun. This month's question is:

How are you helping children without a home celebrate the holidays?
#adoptionfun
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