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ADOPTIONS INC.
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MLJ Adoptions, Inc. Annual
Adoption Picnic!
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Forward to a Friend

Upcoming Events

June 19 - Parenting & Latin
American/Hispanic Culture,
11am-1pm (SKYPE for Out of
State Families)

June 19 - Parenting & Latin
American/Hispanic Culture,
6-8pm at MLJ

June 21 - Parents' Support
Group atMLJ

June 21 - Kids' Adoption
Club, 6pm at MLJ

DATE/TIME: Sunday, June 24, 3-6pm
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COST: Free to all who attend
LOCATION: Garfield Park - Shelters 3 & 4, Indianapolis

If you have questions about this event or would like to
RSVP, please email Stacy Jacobs or call our offices at
317-875-0058. We look forward to seeing you there!

Family Cultural
Trips

The newest offering of

our Support Services
program is Family
Cultural Trips! Each
summer, MLJ Adoptions,
Inc. will sponsor a Family
Cultural Trip, led by at
least one of our Support
Specialists.

These trips will provide
families an opportunity to
experience the beauty
and culture of their
children's birth countries,
an opportunity to meet
other adoptive families
and access to a Support
Specialist to help
navigate through the
emotions that the child
may experience when
visiting the country of his
or her birth.

Education with
MLJ

We are always looking
for ways to make our
Adoption Preparation
Education program more
convenient for our
parents. That said, we
are happy to announce
that Kathy G. Slaughter,
LCSW is now teaching
Core Adoption
Preparation Courses
once a month on
Saturdays at MLJ. These
new Saturday classes
are in addition to the
Skype and weekday
evening classes that we
have currently offer.
Thank you, Kathy, for
taking time out of your
weekends for our
families!

We continue to add
classes to our schedule,
including a new course
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- Children Without
Families, 1-3pm at MLJ

- MLJ Adoption
Picnic, 3-6pm at Garfield
Park

- Parenting &
Adoption, 11am-1pm
(SKYPE for all Families)

- Creative Discipline
Techniques, 6-8pm at MLJ

- While We Wait,
1pm (SKYPE for Out of State
Families)

- Samoan Parents
Group, 12pm (SKYPE for all
Families)

- Preparation &
Adjustment, 6-8:30pm at MLJ

- Initial Adoption
Seminar, 6-8pm at MLJ

- Children Without
Families, 11am (SKYPE for
Out of State Families)

- Preparation &
Adjustment, 12pm (SKYPE
for Out of State Families)

- Parenting &
Adoption, 1pm (SKYPE for
Out of State Families)

- Kids' Adoption Club,
6pm at MLJ

- Parents' Support
Group, 6pm at MLJ

- While We Wait, 1pm
(SKYPE for Out of State
Families)
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Ouir first trip will take
place in the summer of
2013; we will be visiting
Ukraine. If you are
interested in learning
more about this
opportunity, plan to join
us for an informational
meeting on Thursday,
June 27 at 6pm. The
meeting will be held at
MLJ Adoptions, located
at 617 E. North Street,
Indianapolis. If you are
unable to attend the
meeting, please email
for more
information.

MLJ Adoptions June Update

entitled Nutrition:
Nurture, Health &
Behavior, which Brooke
will be teaching again
sometime during this
Summer or Fall. In
addition, Judy will be
teaching Parents
Connect, a class that
focuses on keeping your
marriage strong,
especially for those
becoming parents for the
first time!

We would like to remind
clients currently involved
in education that our
classes, both at MLJ
Adoptions and on Skype,
fill up quickly. If you know
you will be missing a
class, please call and
cancel so that a family on
the waiting list can take
your spot.

- Crossroads
of America Adoption
Conference
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Crossroads of
America
Adoption
Conference

The Crossroads of America
Adoption Conference will be

held on September 15, 2012.

Please visit to
register. We hope to see you
there!

Adoption Conferences

The MLJ team continuously strives to educate ourselves on all of the issues surrounding
adoption. One of the ways we do this is to attend adoption conferences! We also invite
and encourage parents to consider attending conferences where they can meet other
families, discover resources, and invest some time on continuing to learn to be the best
parent you can be for your child.

Recently MLJ team members attended the JCICS Child Welfare Symposium, Together for

Adoption regional and national conferences, and the Answer the Call conference. We
look forward to attending the National Adoption Conference hosted by NCFA June 13-16
and the Annual Adoption Forum with Indiana Association of Adoption and Child Care
Services July 26-27! We would also encourage you to consider attending the
Empowered to Connect Conference in Nashville, Tennessee in February 2013.
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In addition to our attendance at conferences, we are honored that Brooke will be
speaking at the Annual NACAC Conference in the Washington DC area on July 26-28
and Amy will be speaking at Together for Adoption in Albuquerque on August 18!

Don't forget to sign up for the Crossroads of America Adoption Conference hosted by
MLJ Adoptions, Inc. September 15th!

Bulgaria

We are excited for one

client family who is now in
Bulgaria meeting their
three children! We
expect two more client
families to be travelling
soon! Reminder to those
clients who are awaiting
referral that your are
encouraged to join our
While You Wait support
group to connect with
other adopting parents.

Congo

We are excited to
announce that 98
children have come
home from the DR
Congo! It is important to
know that the embassy in
the DR Congo has
recently changed staff.
One change that we
have been notified of is
that the embassy will no
longer schedule
embassy appointments
until AFTER the child's
passport and medicals
are completed. We are
waiting on notice of any
additional changes, and
will do our best to keep
information as up to date
as possible!
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Honduras

We are thrilled that two
client families were able

to travel last month to
meet their children! We
are also happy with the
continuous progress
being made in Honduras,
and we expect another
client family to be
receiving a referral in the
next couple of weeks!
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Mexico

Our in-country
Coordinator met with key
officials at Federal DIF
on June 5th! She found
out that our Federal
Mexico police and
Interpol checks are
almost complete! The
processing of our
application should be
done in July and
approval will hopefully be
issued in August!
Interested families are
encouraged to proceed
with their home study
and education. Also,
there are still 4-6 spots
available for the service
trip to Hidalgo, July 14-
21! Please contact

if interested!
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Nicaragua

Lydia Tarr will be
travelling to Nicaragua to
meet with an in country
attorney and visit with Mi
Familia! A reminder that
families in our Nicaragua
program are encouraged
to connect with one
another on our Adoption
Forums which can be
accessed from the Client
Care page.

Samoa

Paperwork for several
families has been
submitted to the Court
for approval! There was
a slight delay as the first
week of June was
Independence Day in
Samoa and nearly all
offices were closed for 3-
4 days. Please note that
even if your case has
been investigated,
approvals will not be
made until the legal
process in Samoa is
complete and Form 797
approval letters are
received!
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