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MLJ Adoptions hosted its second annual Africa Party
recently. Over 150 participants celebrated their shared
passion for Africa and adoption with African dance, music
and food. MLJ Clients had the opportunity to meet Marie, March 27
a member of our DRC staff and also to meet other
families adopting from Congo.

In 2013, we introduced a twist to the MLJ Events
calendar. The Crossroads of America Adoption March 28
Conference will not be held again until September, 2014.
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This year, in lieu of CAAC, we are offering four adoption

themed weekends, the first of which was the just
completed Africa themed weekend. Our clients not only
had the opportunity to attend the Africa Party, but also
could attend a DRC travel session, an Afro-Caribbean
Hair Care class, and the African/Black Culture class.

"Both Michele and Bethany were so personable
that it made me want to go to lunch with them
and hear every detail of their stories! This was a
tremendously beneficial addition to reading the
travel guide as we ponder our upcoming trip." -
MLJ Client

Families traveled in from as far away as Texas and
Florida to complete education and to attend the Africa
Party. Many families used the weekend as an
opportunity to turn online friendships forged on MLJ’s
Adoption Forum into deeper, in person friendships.
Groups of families socialized not only at the scheduled
events but also made arrangements to meet each
other for lunch or coffee between events. We even
had a local Indianapolis area family picking up an out
of state family at the airport and hosting them in their
home! These friendships are invaluable to providing
support and encouragement through the adoption
journey and throughout adoptive parenting. Read
More>
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Family Spotlight: The Binns Family
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We're so proud of and thankful for each and every one of our families, we're giving them
the chance to show off a bit. Each month we'll be shining the spotlight on one family by
letting them introduce themselves and tell us a little about why and how they got involved
with adoption.

This month we're letting the Binns Family tell their story.

Introduce your family:
We are Ward and Wendy Binns from Georgia.

What led you to adoption and international adoption?

We chose adoption because having a child biologically would feel to us as if we were
saying no to an orphan who desperately needed us. How could we bring another child into
the world when there was already a child who was alive and needed a home? That being
said we completely respect the decision of those who decide to have a child biologically.

What country did you choose to adopt from and why did you choose that country?
We chose the Congo because they are experiencing an orphan crisis. About 15% of
children there are orphans.

Why did you choose to work with MLJ through your international adoption
process?

We did a lot of research online and heard so many good things about MLJ. MLJ’s costs
were not the lowest of all the agencies we spoke with, but with a decision this important,

we weren’t going to let money be the primary factor. We are very pleased with our
decision. Read More>
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Adoption Fun on Twitter

Join the conversation on Twitter! Use the hashta? #adoptionfun and
share your adoption related tweefs.

March Question: What songs help you get through the adoption
process?
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