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National Adoption
Awareness Month

By Sheri Molnar

Upcoming Events

November 9 - While We Wait
Support Group at MLJ, 6:00 pm
November is National Adoption Awareness Month, a time November 12 - Affording Adoption

to raise awareness about adoption. Throughout this Seminar at Twin City Bible Baptist
month we will be using blog on our website to highlight Church, Marion, IN, 10:30 am-12:30
adoption stories and resources and to celebrate all that pm

i derful ab doption. Althouah oft dobtion i November 17 - Parent's Support
is wonderful about adoption. Although often adoption is Group at MLJ, 6:00 pm

only whispered about, our aim is to shout far and wide November 17 - The Kid's Adoption
that adoption is all around us and is a beautiful and Club at MLJ, 6:00 pm
absolutely correct answer to difficult questions. November 24 & 25 - MLJ Offices
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One need only tune into an NFL game to see this in
action. The lives of several notable NFL participants from
on and off the field have been touched by adoption.
Read More >

HOPE PHONES"™

MLJ Supports Phones
for Hope Campaign to
Benefit DRCongo
Mothers

by Sheri Molnar

MLJ Adoptions is proud to announce that it will be a
collection point for the Phones for Hope campaign to
benefit maternal and child health programs in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).

In a ceremony at George Washington University earlier
this month, Chelsea Clinton, daughter of former
President Bill Clinton and Secretary of State Hillary
Rodham Clinton, kicked off the Phones for Hope
campaign to collect 20,000 used cell phones. Clinton
was joined by supermodel Christy Turlington and
Journalist Juju Change. The project is a Clinton Global
Initiative.

Half a million cell phones are discarded in the United
States every day and pollute the environment with tons
of plastic and persistent toxins like lead, nickel, beryllium,
and cadmium. Cell phone recycling through Hope
Phones reduces hazardous waste in our community
responsibly, while providing a real public health benefit in
a country near and dear to our hearts.

The DRC has scarce infrastructure and few public health
services. Too little access to quality health care has
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closed for Thanksgiving
November 29 - Parenting and Latin
American/Hispanic Culture at MLJ,
6:00-8:00 pm

November 30 - Initial Adoption
Seminar at MLJ, 6:00-8:00 pm
December 10 - Affording Adoption
Seminar at MLJ, 2:00-4:00 pm
March 3, 2012 - Africa Party
September 15, 2012 - Crossroads
of America Adoption Conference

Celebrating
Adoption Photo
Contest

In honor of National Adoption
Awareness Month we will be hosting
a Celebrating Adoption Photo
Conteston our Facebook page with
a Celebrating Adoption photo
album. Email Lauren,
lauren@mljadoptions.com, a photo
of your child or family to be uploaded
to the Celebrating Adoption 2011
photo album.

One photo per family or

one photo per child (if more than
one child that was adopted in your
family) please. No identifying
information will be posted about any
child or family. Votes will be
counted by "likes", ending at noon
on December 2nd.

The winning family will receive a
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resulted in high maternal and infant mortality rates alike.
According to UNICEF, 8 out of 10 children in DRC don't
have access to basic health care services.

You can make a difference by dropping off or mailing
your old cell phones to our office now through December

318t Contact Sheri at accounts@mljadoptions if you

have further questions.

Congo

We are thrilled that four
more children have
joined their forever
families in the past
month! To date, 54
children from Congo are
now home. The Congo
program is consistently
our fastest program, with
children coming home
within 10-14 months of
starting the adoption
process.

&

Mexico

Nicaragua

We recently opened the
Nicaragua program up to
more families! In
addition, two more
families were recently

given referrals for
Nicaragua. The process
for our families with
referrals continues to be
smooth. In many cases,
processing is occurring
faster than anticipated.
Finally, there will be a
service trip to Nicaragua
in March 2012, check
back soon for more
details.
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copy of the children's book Shaoey
and Dot by Mary Beth and Steven
Curtis Chapman as a gift from MLJ.

We are very excited to celebrate
National Adoption Awareness Month
with you!

Here are some examples from last
year's contest:
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We continue to wait for
our approvals to come
through from Mexico.
While we will open the
pilot program as soon as
possible, please be
aware that with the
upcoming holidays it may
happen as late as
January 1. Additionally,
there will be a service trip
to to Mexico some time in
May, stay posted for
more details!

Samoa

The Samoa Pilot
Program continues to
move forward smoothly.
One more referral was
given since our last
update, for a total of
four. We will keep you
updated as current
families progress and
more clients are added
to the Samoa program.
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Bulgaria

Congratulations to one of
our families who officially
accepted a referral from
Bulgaria last month! We
are also excited to
announce that there will
be a service trip to
Bulgaria in March. We
do not have exact details
about the trip yet, so you
can expect more
information in the coming
months.

A Note from
Accounting

For your convenience, MLJ accepts
VISA, MasterCard, Discover and
American Express. If you would like
to make a payment by credit card,
please feel free to contact the office.

Support Services

You don't have to be a client of MLJ
Adoptions to attend our education
courses. Classes are offered both
in person and via Skype.

for more information.
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